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CHAPTER FORTY-NINE

The Issur of Lo Sichaneim

It is forbidden to give a gift to a non-Jew.! However, if one will
derive personal benefit from giving the present, it Is permitted.*
Therefore, it is permitted to give the mailman a present during his
holiday season. This present demonstrates one's appreciation for
the work that he has done, and in return the mailman will do his
wark more efficiently in the future.?

There is a discussion in the poskim whether one may give non-
kosher food to a non-Jew.* This Issue is common on an airplane
when a Jew Is served non-kosher food. The poskim say that one
can be lenient.®

It is permitted to tip a non-Jewish worker, because tipping is
merely considered a kind gesture, and has nothing to do with lo

1. Meseches Apodah Zarah 20a. Rambam Hilchos Avedak Zorah 10:4, Shulchan Aruch
Y0, 11:11 and C.M. 249:2, Levush ¥.0. 151:11. In regard to an [tem that is not waorth
a prufah, see Sefer Lo Sichaneim page 8, footnote 4.

2. Rashba Meseches Gittin (Kook] pages 372-373, Mogen Avcham O.C 9030,
Machatzls Hashekel, see Tar YD 151:8, Kesav Sofer O.C, 61, Sefer Lo Sichaneim pages
9-10, footnote 10, Mishpatei Halao! 14.

3, Harav Yisroel Belsky o7,
4. See Yam Shel Shiomo Meseches Chullin 8:103, Kaf Hachaim Y.0. 117:75-76,

5. Harav Yisroel Belsky 2t see Minchas Chain Y.0. 1:8.
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sichaneim.® Therefore, one is permitted to tip a waiter or a cab
driver after he has completed his service.” One does not have to
tip for poor service, but since these occurrences are so rare, one
may assume that If he often feels that he was treated improperly it
could be due to overly high expectations.®

One is permitted to donate blood at a blood drive run by non-
Jews because of the intense resentment that is generated by the
refusal of Jews to participate in health drives. Furthermore, it Is
possible that a Jew will receive the blood.’

If one sees a non-Jew stranded on the side of the road, it would
be correct al pi din to charge him something for a ride to avoid lo
sichaneim, but in most cases it would cause the Jew to appear too
avaricious. There is no inyan for a Jew to stop and help him out,
unless it is such a late hour that the Jew is the only one available to
provide assistance.'

One Is permitted to say “good morning" or “have a nice day” to
anon-Jew. This is not considered a special blessing, but an example
of proper behavior."

Many people idolize certain sports personalities, and hang
pictures of them in their bedrooms. Aside from the issue of lo
sichaneim, this practice is disgraceful. The same applies for those
who walk around with pictures of sports stars on T-shirts."”

6. Divrel Shalom 4:108, Shraga Hameir 7:155, see Sefer Lo Sichaneim 2:6, also see ibid,
page 14, footnote 18,

7. Haray Yisroel Belsky zt”], Be'er Moshe 3:117. If one will not be served by the same
person again, he should not tip lavishly, as this is a problem of fo sichaneim. This Is
common with cab drivers,

8. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"l.
9. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"l.
10. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"l, see Sefer Lo Sichanelm page 23, 14.
11. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"/.
12, Harav Yisroel Belsky zt".

One may praise a certain team as a whole, since he does not
praise a specific individual. It is very possible that one does not
transgress the issur of lo sichaneim by wearing a cap or T-shirt with
a team logo on it. Nonetheless, a G-d-fearing person should not
wear these articles.”® It Is incumbent upon all of us to strive for
greater pursuits and not be influenced by the soclety we live in.

It is permissible to collect sport cards in order to trade them for

something else, However, if one desires a specific picture because
he admires that person, it is forbidden. It Is a sign of maturity when

one grows out of this childish practice.™
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